Treatment of hilar carcinoma by bile drainage combined with internal radiotherapy using 192iridium wire.
Eighteen patients with a cholangiocarcinoma involving the hilum of the liver, and one patient with a carcinoma of the gall bladder causing obstruction of the common hepatic duct, have been treated with bile drainage using a U-tube (8 patients) or a percutaneous transhepatic catheter (11 patients) followed by internal radiotherapy with 192iridium wire. The median survival is 11 months, and 9 patients (47 per cent) have survived for 12 months or longer. The addition of internal radiotherapy may be beneficial to patients with hilar cholangiocarcinoma causing biliary obstruction in whom bile drainage can be established.